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At nightfall they took down the masts of all the pinnaces, boats
and skiffs preparatory to reembarking therein, for they could not
reach the fort except in skiffs, because there was a river between.
Next day in the morning watch without being observed they
crossed the river in skiffs at a point where a launch belonging to the
fort is stationed. The men there sounded the alarm and those on
board this launch fled1 to the fort. Similarly, laden pinnaces crossed
at another place and the fort was surrounded.
Seeing which, and that it was impossible to resist such numbers,
since he had only 70 effectives and the fort was made of timber,
General Pedro Menendez Marquez withdrew to where the women
and children were to a total number of 200 souls. Had he delayed he
and all his men must certainly have perished; and had they perished
it was certain that the hostile Indians would have attacked the
women and children (p. 7) and all would have been killed. Therefore
the general took this measure to protect them.
The English held the fort seven days, at the end of which period
they burned the town and forts, razed everything, even the trees and
plantings, carried off all chattels, so that nobody saved anything at
all. They took His Majesty's chest. The general had buried certain
pieces of artillery, but three soldiers who deserted to the Englishmen
told him where and he carried them away...
He signed his name and is about 40 years old ...
. . . Juan Alvarez, soldier of the Florida garrison, being duly sworn
. . . stated that deponent was in the said fort on the sixth of the
current month of June when off the port, at sea, appeared 23 large
vessels and pinnaces, as many as ten of them with sails, and so many
more boats and barges that deponent could not count them.
The same day, Friday, they came to anchor off the bar and
Saturday morning in boats and barges and pinnaces sent men to
shore and landed a party, the size of which deponent does not know.
Once landed, in formation they marched on the fort, in squadrons
with their flags flying, and halted behind certain sand dunes and
from there withdrew toward the coast, and returned to report to
their general. He came ashore with reinforcements and they brought
up four pieces of artillery and planted them behind the sand dunes
(p. 8) and from there opened fire on the fort. From the fort an
answering fire was kept up Saturday afternoon, until nightfall. The
fire from the fort sank two pinnaces in which certain men were killed,
and later more were killed, to a total of over twenty English casual-
ties. The Englishman killed nobody.
1 So fast, apparently, that they left a child behind! Cf. the Primrose log, p. 25.